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LIFE MEMBERS

1934   H. Johnson
1937   J. Marx   
1940   G. Edwards  
1945   G. Carroll  
1946   L. Duggan  
1949   J. Cornish  

L. Fraser   
M. Ryan  
S. McKay  

1952   J. Richardson 
L. Cosway

1953   W. Gledhill  
1954   R. Briscoe  

R. Davis  
W. Thom 

1956   A  Herring 
H. Johnson ** 
R. Bennett ** 
W. Gledhill ** 
L. Fraser **
N. McKenzie 

1958    L. Milne
H. Douglas 
I. Christie ** 
J. Bourke **  
L. Duggan ** 

1960    L. Richardson  
1962    G. Williams ## 

Mrs J. Cornish 
Mrs M. Ryan  
Mrs D. Thom  
J. Cocks **  
F. Evans **      
A. Gansberg ** 
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1966   Mrs A. Gansberg **                      
1967   Mrs J. Bourke **

Mrs L. Ruby **          
Mrs C. Grubb **
Mrs R. Bennett **
Mrs J. Williams **    (dec)

1968   B. Shields  
1970   C. James

J. Dunstone  
Mrs A. Whiffen        

1971   R. Thomas **
1972   B. Cleary
1974   G. Murdoch               
1976   D. Cornish  

G. Butlin 
1977   J. Taylor ** 
1978   J. Merriman

W. Minett
Mrs B. Bunting        

1980   J. Smith
1982   P. Murdoch
1984   David Malthouse

J. Armstrong    
J. Lynch

1986   C. Smith  
G. Walshe  
J. Comer
R. Scott

1988   S. Bunting
1990   I. Middlemass 
1992   G. Bunting  

R. Simpson  
1994   A. Harris

P. Cassell
1996   D. Mildenhall 

T. Williams
1998   B. Portelli Snr.
2000   R. Stott

C. Dey 

(dec)

(dec)

(dec)

(dec)
(dec)

(dec)
(dec)

(dec)

(dec)

(dec)

(dec)
(dec)

(dec)                        

2001   R. Penrose
D. Wood

2002   Mrs V. Stott             (dec)
2003   Darren Malthouse

A. Howard
2004   S. Cleary
2005   S. Comben 
2007   M. Jowett

S. Centurino 
2008   A. King

D. Riches
2009   Mrs B. Malthouse

Mrs K. Pengelly 
2010    J. Pengelly
2014    T. Curwood

B. Portelli Jnr.  
2016    P. McNish
2017    R. Howard                           

P. Walshe
2019 D. Land

C. Porter
2020    C. Condie

** Cricket Life Member

## Cricket & Baseball
Life Member
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President 
Paul Walshe

Secretary                                        Treasurer 
Caron Condie Simon Phemister

Baseball Manager                                          Baseball Manager 
(Men’s Program) (Women’s Program)

David Asp                                                                       Nicola Hogan

Club Manager
Kevin Hemmerijckx

Junior Manager 
David Ninnis

Life Members Sub-Committee
Shane Comben
Ben Portelli Jnr
Trent Curwood 

Bob Milne Trust Sub Committee
Trent Curwood
Steve Cleary
Ben Portelli (Snr)
Ben Portelli (Jnr)
Roland Stott

Bob Milne Trustees
David Malthouse
Roland Stott
Peter Cassell

Women’s Program Sub-Committee
Nicola Hogan
Prue Foster
Georgia Page
Madeline Thiel

Club Coach 
Sean Arnott

Women’s Program Head Coach 
Dean Anglin

Masters Representative
Davis Long

Grounds Manager
Paul Walshe

Facilities Manager
Shane Comben

Club Photographer
Gary Asp

Sponsorship Coordinators
Dale Schumann

Dale Ipsen

Social Media - Website
David Gregurke

(Volcanic Creative)
NEWPORT BASEBALL CLUB INC.

ANNUAL REPORT 2021/22 4



RAMS FAMILY MEMORIES



PRESIDENTS REPORT

I am thankful for another great season of Rams baseball, both on and off the field. So much work goes on behind
the scenes and I am immensely grateful to all those who have contributed in some way over the past 12 months.

We saw many amazing individual and team performances across the season in all programs. As each season ends
there are often mixed emotions and varying results and this year was no different, but there is always much to
celebrate and acknowledge.

Thank you to the Committee: Caron, Nikki, Simon, Dave Ninnis, Aspy and Kevin. I appreciate the work you have put
in and the support you have given me in my role.

The 2nd year of our women’s program was about consolidating on the work done the previous year to ensure our
program is sustainable and I believe we are on the right track. Thank you to Dean, Graham, and James, and of
course all the players and volunteers. Discussions are well under way for next season, and I am excited by what lay
ahead.

Thank you to Sean for your efforts as Club Coach, I know you had a lot of help which is great, but I also understand
the work you do to coordinate things to make it all happen. From our earliest meetings you understood the club’s
culture and what was needed, I have every confidence your focus on development to create a sustainable division 1
program is on track.

Following the relaunch of our sponsors program and Gold Merino Club, Dale Schumann & Dale Ipsen go from
strength to strength, doing the hard yards behind the scenes, and it is paying dividends in the relationships they are
creating with local businesses and the opportunities that provides the club with the income derived. Thank you,
Dales.

Despite COVID, a shortened pre-season and condensed season with COVID uncertainty, we squeezed a whole lot
in over the past 12 months. With limited opportunities for functions and access to our club rooms, we really
achieved a lot and had some great events for our members to get together, watch some baseball and catch up with
friends and family.

The 2021/22 season saw us enjoy:

• 8 junior teams + a T-Ball program. Some great junior results and several players making rep teams gaining
an insight into where baseball may take them

• 6 senior teams (men’s & women’s), all of which were competitive and several in contention late in the season.
Whilst we may not have gotten the results we hoped for in some teams, it was an exciting finished to the
season and provides a great platform going forward. The 3s getting their second consecutive flag was
certainly a highlight.

• A Masters team that went one better and took out the flag in exciting circumstances, well done to the “old
blokes.”

• Some great events including Heritage Day & Christmas Party with huge numbers enjoying being together and
watching some baseball.

NEWPORT BASEBALL CLUB INC.
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PRESIDENTS REPORT Cont…
Off the field we continue to invest in our facilities through strong relationships with both Hobsons Bay City Council,
Melissa Horne (State Member for Williamstown) and Tim Watts (Federal Member for Gellibrand). With recent
funding to go towards new digital scoreboards and irrigation, a quick calculation over the past 5 years sees in excess
of $700,000 has been put into our facilities. Check out the photos in the next few pages to see some of the
transformation that has occurred.

Someone who does a heap of work behind the scenes is Kevin Hemmerijckx. Not only do we see him managing the
outdoor bar/BBQ on game days, but he also does countless other things including getting his hands dirty on the
grounds. Kevin and his wife Noot will move back to Thailand towards the middle of 2023, and he will be a big loss to
the club in all aspects and, he will be missed as a friend to everyone (despite English being his 2nd or maybe 3rd
language 😊) Kevin will still be with us for most of the next season as we transition his roles to other people, but
please take the time to thank Kevin for all he has done for the Rams.

Our Junior and Senior presentation events are always great fun, and this year was no exception. It is awesome to
see the talent and enthusiasm coming through our junior program and I can see a very bright future as our young
girls & boys progress through the age groups into our men’s and women’s programs. Congrats to our Mackrell
winner – Tyler Comben who was a very well-deserved winner. To Dave Gregurke who was awarded the Currie
Award for Best Club Person, thank you for all you have done and continue to do for NBC. This year we introduced
the first of our Women’s Program perpetual awards, congrats to Lel Anglin for receiving Best Player/Club Person
(Women’s Program) and to Claire Costa for taking our Best Club Person (Women’s Program), both very worthy
recipients who contribute significantly to our women’s program and club overall.

Finally thank you to my partner Jeannie for her unwavering support that enables me to fulfil and enjoy the role of
President. Recently I told Jeannie about the AGM coming up and that I was excited to nominate for the Presidents
role again. Jeannie asked what it was that I enjoyed most about the role as she also sees how busy the role can be
at times with my phone going off most days, attending meetings and other commitments as well as the odd
sleepless night as we work through something that may be a bit more stressful.

Paul Walshe
NBC President

NEWPORT BASEBALL CLUB INC.

ANNUAL REPORT 2021/22 7

After thinking for a sec, I told Jeannie I love that I get to be
part of something special and contribute my time to the club
that I grew up in, the club I love, to work with others to create
a place for people to come together, not just for baseball, but
to create new friendships and build on existing friendships,
many of them life-long, and to enjoy times together. Of
course, I want the club to be successful on field and
compete at the highest level, but I also want our players and
supporters to look back on their time with NBC with fond
memories of development and friendships, this is something
I had growing up and am very grateful for. We all remember
a particular school, teacher or sports coach in our lives that
had a positive influence over us, that is what NBC has the
ability to do for our members and that is something I am very
proud to play a part in. You will see a more detailed
example of this from one of our Life Members as you read
further into this annual report

Thank you everyone for your support, Go Rams !!!



RAMS FACILITIES
A lot has happened in 12 years…

Rams Facilities in 2010

Rams Facilities in 2022



SECRETARY

CLUB MANAGER
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This season was kind of back to normality for the Rams.

First of all, I wanted to give a big kudos to the kitchen team crew of Natasha, Fiona, Prue, and Jayde who made
sure the junior games canteen ran smoothly and ensured we never ran out of supplies in the kitchen. They have
been a great addition to the club activities.

Secondly, I want to thank the volunteers who helped clearing bins, helping out behind the outdoor bar and
stocking the bar, a lot of the jobs that get done are not fun, but they still need doing, so your help is appreciated.
Every hand really helps.

This year the outdoor bar was once again very successful in generating income for the club as well as creating a
central hub on game days. Days when we had all men’s or women’s teams at home on a Saturday or Sunday
were well attended and great events to be part of.

The Christmas function, Heritage / Sponsor’s Day and the 3s Grand Final game were certainly highlights. There
are plans already in place to use the outdoor space more each summer which not only generates income, more
importantly it provides a great space for our members to enjoy and come together.

The club was again successful in obtaining funding grants to help the club to be more resilient and ready for the
future as we can use these funds for further improvements at the club.

Cheers on a bright Rams future, watch this space and put up your hand to help out.

Kevin Hemmerijckx
Club Manager

Whilst there was an initial delay to the commencement of the season due to the pandemic, once it kicked off, it
didn’t stop.

Further works to the outdoor canteen were amazing, and a saviour for the club operations with the restrictions we
had on indoor trading. Thank you to the members who continued working on this amazing setup, an area which
has become the new social hub. This will continue to develop with the addition of the new scoreboards and
hopefully some new shade and seating coming soon.

This season was the first time in a very long time that the club had a junior sub-committee; all who did an
amazing job with the junior program taking on the operational and administrative tasks. The committee focused
on development. It is exciting to watch the children develop as players as they move through the age groups.

Thank you to all the volunteers at NBC; the committee and sub-committees, coaches, scorers (especially
Kaylene), the volunteers who work on our facilities, the fundraisers (shout out to Mary Bergman and the two
Dales) and all the members that make this club great.

Caron Condie
Secretary



TREASURER
The Rams are in sound financial shape with many risks and opportunities on the horizon. This sound financial
position is the product of the work of many people but most notably the previous Treasurer, Brian
McNamara. Brian renovated the financial management systems of the Club, and I inherited a highly professional
approach to tracking and managing the Club’s finances and assets.

Income for Clubs like ours makes possible the great things described by my committee colleagues in this
report. Our revenue base relies on many sources but five people need to be recognised for generating a
significant part of this revenue.

Caron Condie so expertly manages our fees regime while minimising risk of fines and maximising our approach
to the engagement of those needing financial flexibility. Kevin Hemmerijckx and Natasha Respondek not only
ensure our food and beverage offering is excellent but also contribute so much to the financial stability of the Club
through efficient ordering processes. The two Dales, Schumann and Ipsen, are simply powerhouses within our
financial model and have again driven our sponsorship income and sponsor engagement. While thanking people,
we should all take a moment to reflect on people like team managers, BBQ helpers and event organisers and the
important and selfless role that they play in keeping our Club afloat.

Financial opportunities on the horizon are:

• To engage more people in the pursuit of the financial goals of the Club. We want more sponsors, more 
player sponsors etc.

• To come together to more clearly express the investment goals of the Club so that we can drive better, 
more purposeful fundraising.

• To continue to build our financial foundation so that we’re prepared for tougher times. Brian has built us a 
sound platform, now we need to build on it.

• To grow our membership base.

Risk include:

• Losing the contribution and skills of individuals that we cannot readily replace. Without any of the people
listed above, we’d be in trouble.

• Emergency spending on maintenance. While we have a sound financial base, we need to continue to
provision for equipment maintenance and/or replacement.

• Losing sponsors because we don’t offer great recognition and value. There is lots of competition for our
sponsors – we need to compete.

In summary: Thanks to all for a great year, we all need to pitch-in to keep this Club firing.

Simon Phemister
Treasurer

NEWPORT BASEBALL CLUB INC.
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Thank you to Bendigo Bank Altona and Hillross Financial Management for your sponsorship and financial guidance.
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SPONSORS
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SPONSORS
OBTAINING AND RETAINING SPONSORS IS A CRUCIAL PART OF OUR CLUBS 

SUCCESS AND FUTURE, IF YOU KNOW OF ANY POTENTIAL SPONSOR 
FOR NBC, PLEASE SPEAK TO ANY COMMITTEE MEMBER.

Plumbing & Facilities Maintenance



JUNIOR TEAMS
FRIDAY JUNIOR TEAMS

T-Ball (4-8yrs) Dave Malthouse 
Troy Malthouse

Little League Minor “Yankees”
“SEMI FINALISTS”

Atticus Hurford - Coach
Ben Howard - Coach
Anthony & Rachel Howard - Scorers

Little League Minor “Dodgers” David Gregurke – Coach
Claire Costa – Assistant Coach
Simone Gregurke - Scorer

SUNDAY JUNIOR TEAMS

Little League Major “Red”
“SEMI FINALISTS”

Joel Ricketts - Coach
Jayde Ricketts  – Team Manager

Little League Major “Blue” Connor Schibecci – Coach
David Ninnis – Assistant Coach
Bree Nicholas –Scorer

Intermediate League Major
“RUNNERS UP”

Glenn Zirkel– Coach
Josh De Blank – Assistant Coach
Carol Bond - Scorer

Junior League Major Aaron Robson – Coach
Mason Condie – Coach
Katrina Phemister – Team Manager
Lee Hancox – Scorer 

Under 16 State Mark Jowett– Coach
Peter Kilbourne – Assistant Coach
Rachel Howard – Scorer

Under 18 State Craig Gorman – Coach
Marissa Gorman – Team Manager
Andrew Bernoth– Scorer

2021 WINTER JUNIOR TEAMS
Little League “Red”
“PREMIERS”

Joel Ricketts – Coach 
Jayde Ricketts – Team Manager

Little League “Blue” Peter Kilbourne – Coach
David Ninnis – Assistant Coach
Bree Nicholas & Tracie Lee - Scorers



JUNIOR MANAGER
I want to give a big thanks to all the junior players over the 2021/22 winter and summer seasons. We have such a
great bunch of girls and boys that took every opportunity we threw at them, while facing constant disruption to their
seasons.

There were probably easier choices for our juniors to make during COVID, yet they kept showing up, whether we ran
an online or in person sessions, our young Rams were always keen. As parents you should be proud of your
children for the effort they have put in, this is also in part to the tireless effort of our committee, club and coaches
who all worked hard to keep inventing fun ways to challenge our juniors to stay off the couch.

Some highlights were:

• #ramsworking online competition where juniors had to submit online videos of themselves doing something
baseball or fitness related on their own from home.

• The Hit Squad, run by David Land and Mark Jowett to add an additional hitting sessions for juniors during
winter.

• The Grind Camp – during winter school holidays with Scott Porter who is certified in Top Velocity and Driveline
programs.

• Virtual winter presentation night with Kahoot Quiz!
• Representative players for Twins and City West, despite some of them ultimately missing out on their

tournaments due to lock downs.
• A fairly unrestricted/lock down free summer season!
• Huge Come and Try days with more new players joining our club and choosing baseball as their sport.

The focus over summer was player development, which leads to more enjoyment of the game and the support of
great coaches to guide and challenge them. Our pseudo motto was, “we want baseball to be the best part of their
day every time they trained or played”. I feel we did well towards achieving this.

A new Sub-Committee was formed to share the load of managing the Junior Program, which is the club’s biggest
program, a big thanks goes to the NBCJC. This was the first year of this sub-committee all your help across the year
is appreciated. Thanks to David Land, Mark Jowett, Fiona Kelly, Joel Ricketts, Pete Kilbourne, Dave Gregurke and
Caron Condie for managing the clubs involvement in the Twins & City West programs.

A massive thank you to all the volunteers who help out each week, I don’t think we ask too much from parents, so it
is really appreciated when people help out in setting up or packing up fields and many other tasks that just need to
get done. All the small and large things people help out with enables us to put more time in to the juniors and their
baseball development. Whether that’s canteen (special callout to Natasha, Fiona, Jayde & Prue!), packing away
after training & games, scoring, team management & event organising is all really appreciated. It is also a great way
to feel more part of the club.

NEWPORT BASEBALL CLUB INC.
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If you have skills or simply the desire to help in any way, from events
management, trades, web design, please yell out as we could always
use more helpers to make our Junior Program the best it can be.

Thanks to our junior coaches including Aaron Robson, Atticus
Hurford, Ben Howard, Craig Gorman, Dave Gregurke, David Land,
Mark Jowett, Pete Kilbourne, Josh de Blank, Claire Costa, Connor
Schibeci, Glenn (Mushy) Zirkel, Joel Ricketts, Lloyd Hall, Mason
Condie, David Malthouse, Troy Malthouse, Zac Gorman.

Together let’s continue to make our Newport Rams Junior program
the best in Victoria and continue to be a family style club that focuses
our energy on enjoyment and development for our juniors on and off
the field.

David Ninnis
Junior Manager



JUNIOR COACHES
T-Ball -David & Troy Malthouse

After the Come and Try days we had strong numbers for T-Ball and it looked like we would really be kept on
our toes when the T-Ball evenings started in October.

For various reasons including COVID our T-Ball numbers dropped off to a relatively small group across the
summer, however those that did turn up had fun as we got the parents involved and played games and learned
skills each week.

The T-Ball program is a great opportunity for young boys and girls to learn fundamental skills like throwing,
catching, running and hitting that has a pathway to take them into baseball as well as other sports and life skills.

The primary focus of our T-Ball program is for everyone to have fun and to send them home exhausted. Not
sure about the boys and girls, but certainly one of the coaches went home exhausted each week. "#$%

Little League Minor “Dodgers” – David Gregurke & Claire Costa

Thank you to our mighty Newport Dodgers for what was hopefully our last pandemic shortened season, but
gees I reckon we made up for it!

As always there are many people that contribute to running the club on and off the field – so I hope not to have
forgotten anyone!

A big thanks to junior coordinator David Ninnis for keeping us all organised, a brilliant effort.

Thanks also to all the parents for making it possible. Was amazing to have you all there and for those that had
more time like Mary, Paul, Alysha and Linc Bergman, The Portelli’s, Cam Tout and Greg McConnell. Your help
getting the kids warmed up each Friday (and most Tuesdays!) was amazing.

Thanks to our great Yankees rivals keeping us on our toes and their coaches Ben Howard and Atticus Hurford
for all their hard work.

A giant thankyou to my co-Coach Claire Costa, was nice to get to know you and see your knowledge passed
onto the kids!

Finally, I will get shot if I don’t thank my wife Simone for scoring but seriously for all her support over the
season and beyond, it just wouldn’t have been close to possible without her support.

Every single player made major improvements to their personal skills. As the season progressed Coach Claire
and I saw the team bond more and more. We try to ensure part of the experience at NBC is understanding all
aspects of the game of baseball. We had some wonderful wins and tough losses, and the kids quickly learned
the highs and lows are part of baseball. More importantly it’s a normal part of life we all experience, so It’s a
privilege to be able to share this with the kids from such an early age.

Thanks for a great season 2021-22 Dodgers!
Eli Sharpe - Amelia Bergman - Willow Bergman - Liam McConnell - Jenson Portelli - Henry Portelli
Lennox Tout - Spencer Tout - Hunter Gregurke - Mitchell Ward - Jett Formosa

PS. We also had some great talent join us for the 1st Half season and hope to have you both back next year!
Violet Asp & Pippa Ronchi

Go Rams – Go Dodgers

NEWPORT BASEBALL CLUB INC.
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JUNIOR COACHES
Little League Minor “Yankees” – Ben Howard & Atticus Hurford

The Yankees had a very successful season making it to the semi final, with a mixture of new players and some
t-ball veterans who all contributed enthusiastically.

It was the first time coaching for us and we learnt a lot with the help of the Daves (Ninnis, Land and Gregurke)
and we really enjoyed the experience. Our goal as coaches was to develop fundamental skills, but most
importantly for the kids to have fun and want to continue playing baseball.

Throughout training we worked on, throwing, catching, hitting off a tee and from live pitching, but one of the
main things we wanted the kids to learn was situational awareness. We were really impressed that everyone
put their hand up to have a go at pitching and catching and we were thrilled with the development in these
areas as we could really see more strikes being thrown from week to week.

What a great group of kids we had. Archie and Will both played consistently well throughout the season and
are developing great throwing skills. Josh Slade had some great individual highlights but what really stood out
was his teamwork and how much he encouraged the team to do their best. Charlotte and Lucas’ confidence
with the bat grew every week after a rough start with Lucas getting hit by a pitch at one of his first at bats. Josh
Shirtcliff really put in the effort at training with his hitting and it really paid off on the field. Xander had some of
the biggest hits in our team this year, scoring many runs. Miles really worked hard this year on his throwing and
hitting and looked to have some great fun in the field. The Wallace brothers Elijah and Jarvis were both a big
asset to the team, with Elijah putting on some great pitching performances and Jarvis catching them.

Big thanks again to Dave Gregurke, Dave Ninnis and Dave Land as they helped us immensely on our coaching
debut. Thank you to Honk and Rachel for scoring throughout the season, it couldn’t have happened without
you. Thank you also to the fabulous parents who were helping us every week with setting up, occasional player
wrangling and packing up. We really appreciate the support and encouragement towards not only us, but the
kids too!

Can’t wait to see everyone back next season!

Little League Major “Blue” – Connor Schibecci & David Ninnis

Thanks to all the players, volunteers and parents involved in the LL Major Blue Team over the past summer
season. As coaches both David and I were really excited by the enthusiasm shown by the players and how we
could help each player individually. The players really gelled together as the season went on with a strong
focus on development & fun. Each week it was great to see parents still chasing kids to get them in the car after
training had finished, we could also see some lasting friendships the players will carry through baseball for
years to come.

There was a lot of fun across the season, and it was great to see our players stepping up each week to help
each other out, at times they were coaching themselves and each other which sowed great maturity. Some of
the leadership displayed maturity well above beyond their years. In a game against Essendon, we went down
by 1 run in a close finish, despite losing this was a personal highlight as all players stepped up in some way
even if they weren't comfortable. We regularly saw players put their team above themselves and that was part
of what we wanted to teach them throughout the season and what team sport is about. A great season, thank
you, bring on next summer!

NEWPORT BASEBALL CLUB INC.
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JUNIOR COACHES

Little League Major “Red” – Joel Ricketts

After another interrupted winter season where this group of kids had great success, the little Rams had
another fantastic summer season. We showed incredible improvement in skills and situational knowledge of
the game.

We had great depth on the mound and a strong presence in the batters box this year which is a testament
to the hard work happening across the entire junior program. We were led by a few experienced players
that banded around and supported the new players on the team to help lift them to a level to compete in LL
Major. Falling slightly short in the semi-final to a very experienced Essendon team, the kids fought hard and
were focused in every game to be the best they could be.

We had huge contributions from everyone involved with this team this year. All parents had a go at scoring,
many helped at practice with Conner Schibeci and David Ninnis, and we were supported greatly from our
Assistant Coach, Lloyd Hall. Thank you to David Ninnis for co-ordinating another successful year and for all
the hard work you have put in.

A special thank you to all those who helped us by umpiring this year. From our seniors all the way to our
President. Also, to the senior players that came to the games to support these kids; it means a great deal to
them, encourages them and makes this club the great family it is.

Intermediate League Major – Glen Zirkel (Mushy)

The season for these boys & girls was exactly about what the team was designed for, a chance for those in
between Littler league and Junior League to develop further.

We started off the season with 8 players but through injury we became 7 very quickly, and even when we
may have gained one back, we lost another through various reasons with illness or injury again. This
provided additional chances for younger players to step up and experience a little more of a challenge.

Some of our players also had the opportunity to play up to Junior League which gave them exposure to a
higher standard of competition.

Throughout the year the team faced many challenges from playing with less than 9 players or being able to
adapt to new teammates filling in from other teams to join the fun we were having.

It was evident to Josh and I that the team enjoyed each other’s company, and it showed throughout the
season. We had a lot of fun and the success we had throughout the season added to this. We made it to
the grand final and despite not taking the flag, we finished second in the home & away series, so we are
very proud of each player in what they achieved over the season.

The start of the season was the first time I met all the players and the growth Josh and I saw from each
player was what hoped to achieve, with great match results being a bonus.

The Intermediate Team trained with the Junior League team each week enabling them to build relationships
with the older players and and train at a higher level which aided their development. Thank you to Mason
and Aaron for their efforts.

Thank you to everyone behind the scenes with the Junior Program, so much work gets done to enable the
kids to take the field. I look forward to the opportunity to work with juniors again in the future.

NEWPORT BASEBALL CLUB INC.
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JUNIOR COACHES
Junior League Major– Aaron Robson & Mason Condie

Season 21/22 for the Rams Junior League team was an outstanding season with a whole lot of challenges,
but also a season that saw a massive improvement in skills and confidence on and off the baseball field.

The season started off slow, but no matter what the final score was of any game the team had fun and from
that, the wins came. Our first win was against Research who ended up winning the flag which was a
massive confidence boost for our players that saw our season take off, going from 7th to 4th in 3 games
and being a top 4 contender for finals.

Unfortunately, we finished 5th for the season by half a game which was tough, but we looked back at the
positives and understood how far we came as a team and every single player showed improvement, which
as coaches was amazing to see and something we were very proud of.

Aside from the game of baseball itself, all players demonstrated how the RAMS baseball club isn’t just a
club, it’s a family! They all became closer to one another, enjoyed the game they played together and
enjoyed the people they played it with. Despite the disappointment of finishing 5th and out of finals
contention, the players showed up every game determined to do better than the week before, and they
followed through! Something every parent and player should be proud of!

I would like to give a massive thank you to all the parents for your help throughout the season and getting
the kids to game on time every week.

Also, thanks to the committee, especially the junior managers - David Ninnis and David Land for the
support throughout the season and to David Land for helping us out in trainings and showing us new and
different drills each week to pass on to the kids.

Under 16 State – Mark Jowett & Peter Kilbourne

The U16 season started really well in challenging circumstances. With a shortened preseason a few of our
young stars suffered early injuries. The team battled and got some early wins with some great
performances. With the addition of Mackenzie and Frank we were able to play with a full team. As the
season unfolded, injuries and a lack of game time for those returning from injury had an impact on
performances and results didn’t go our way. With all that said we remained competitive just missing out on
the finals.

I am personally very excited on what the future holds for this group of players and look forward to watching
the development over the next few years. Congratulations to all the trophy winners:

• MVP Ben Howard had an outstanding season hitting .521 with 18 RBIs and being outstanding in
defence.

• Hitting award Will Hardy .615

• Most consistent Nathan Blakemore

• Most improved Lachlan Ipsen

A massive thanks Peter Kilbourne for all your hard work as assistant coach, and Rachel Howard for
scoring. I really enjoyed working with all of you as we navigated our way through the season. Thanks also
to the junior committee for putting together a great program.

Finally, thanks to all the players and parents for all their support during the season.
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JUNIOR COACHES

Under 18 State – Craig Gorman

The past season saw Newport combine with Williamstown again to create a combined team to compete in
the Under 18’s State League. Against tough opposition, the team managed just one win and one drawn
game.

Our results do not reflect how competitive we were in most games with usually only one innings costing us
in each game. To their credit the team stayed positive and competed well all season. Fun was always had,
with a lot of team banter and it was great to see the boys from both clubs working together to form a
cohesive team and lasting friendships. A great bunch of boys enjoying their baseball and each others
company. The improvement in the team as a whole over the course of the season was great to see.

Congratulations to our award winners:
Mace Pool - Most Valuable Player, Anthony Hemmerjickx - Best Batting average, Zachary Gorman - Best
defensive player

Special thanks to:
Caine Bergin (Assistant Coach), Andrew Bernoth (Scorer), Marissa Gorman (Team Manager) Your time
and effort was invaluable.

Finally I’d like to thank Newport Baseball Club and its committee for the opportunity to coach the Under 18’s
this year. It was a pleasure coaching the boys and I wish them all the best for their baseball futures.
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ANNUAL REPORT 2021/22 19



JUNIOR AWARD WINNERS
Little League Major (Red)

Most Valuable Player –Cruize Chase
Most Improved Player – Flynn Suggett

Hitting Award – Maisen Ricketts

Intermediate League Major 
Most Valuable Player – Tyler Barton

Batting Award – Oliver de Blank
Most Improved – Lincoln Bergman 
Coaches Award – Tyler Woodford

Under 16 State
Batting Award (0.615) –William Hardy

Most Improved – Lachlan Schuman
Most Consistent Player – Nathan Blakemore 

PERPETUAL AWARDS
Best Junior League Player

“Stan McKay Memorial Award”
Samuel Land

Best U16 Player
Ben Howard

Best Junior Player
“W. Thom Memorial Award”

Mace Poole

Little League Major (Blue)
Most Valuable Player – Oscar Shimakura

Best Team Player – Louie Shimakura
Most Improved – Christian Papadopoulos

Junior League Major 
Coaches Award – Brodie Cousins
Most Improved – Amelia Wright

Best Defensive Player – Darcy Phemister

Under 18 State
Most Valuable Player – Mace Poole 
Batting Award – Tony Hemmerijckx
Best Defensive Payer – Zac Gorman

WINTER 2021

Little League (Red)
Most Valuable Player – Samuel Land

Most Improved – Francis Bond
Coaches Award– Keith Respondek

Little League (Blue)
Most Valuable Player – Oliver de Blank

Best Offensive Player – Alex Papadopoulos 
Best defensive Player – Ry von Felden



REPRESENTATIVE PLAYERS / OFFICIALS
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2021 Winter – City West Little League Team
Cruize Chase   Oscar Shimakura  Louie Shimakura

Maisen Ricketts   Kaiden Ricketts   Harvey Ninnis   Joel Ricketts (Asst Coach)   

2021/22 Twins Charter–Little League Development Team
Kaiden Ricketts   Keith Respondek   Christian Papadopoulos
Arlo von Felden   Ry von Felden   Flynn Suggett   Lucas Kelly

2021/22 Twins Charter – Little League All-Star Team
Cruize Chase   Oscar Shimakura   Louie Shimakura   Maisen Ricketts

2021/22 Twins Charter – Intermediate League Team
Samuel Land   Tyler Barton

2021/22 Twins Charter – Junior League Team
Darcy Phemister

2021/22 Baseball Victoria U16 Showcase
William Hardy   Lachlan Schumann   Andrew Land   Ben Howard

2021/22 Baseball Victoria U18 Showcase
Zachary Gorman

Melbourne Aces - U16 Academy
Lachlan Schumann   Andrew Land   Ben Howard

2022 Australian Women’s Baseball Championships
Leslie Anglin   Morgan Doty

2022 Australian Women’s Baseball Showcase
Leslie Anglin   Morgan Doty



JUNIOR SNAPSHOT



MY NBC STORY 
Each year we try to have a unique story or article for our annual report, last year was from Dave Malthouse after
the naming of Malthouse Field. Following his speech at Senior Presentation about his love of the club and what
NBC history means to him, several people commented that should be written down, so here is Ben Portell Snr’s
NBC Story, written by his son Ben Portelli Jnr.

I was talking about the club with my dad, Ben Portelli Snr, after Presentation Night. He mentioned that he was
amazed at the continued growth of the club, and all the new faces that have stepped up to volunteer their time and
help. At the same time, he expressed concern that some of the old legends, the old stories are fading away as time
marches on. To many they are just names on the honour board, or a perpetual trophy. So I decided to sit down with
him so we could document those stories, and bring the names to life.

Here's his story…

When and how did you join NBC?

We emigrated to Australia from Malta in 1956. After spending some time in a migrant camp in regional Victoria we
moved into our first house in Douglas Pde, Newport (directly across the road from the old coal power plant) in the
late 1950’s.

My dad used to make me go to church on Sunday mornings, but I would skip church and go to Digman Reserve to
kick the footy and muck around with my mates. It was a cold Sunday morning in Winter 1960, I was 10 years old,
and I headed down to Digman (instead of church) and I saw a group of kids throwing a baseball around, I didn’t
know what it was so I went over and started watching them.

I remember a bloke came over to me and asked me if I wanted a throw and catch. I said, “why not?” and joined in. I
later found out the bloke’s name, it was Stan McKay – a club legend. He gave me his glove and told me to go out
and catch the ball, and that’s how it all started. I was hooked, we played every Sunday mornings over the winter.

Dad still made me go to church – on a Saturday night, because I played baseball on Sunday. I didn’t get out of that.

What’s been your greatest highlight?

U14 Premiership, 1963 vs Hartwell. It was the club’s first junior premiership. Stan MacKay and Jack Bunting were
our coaches. We had 2 kids who went on to win the Mackrell in that team – Harry Bunting & Keith Quinn.

1977  Premiership Team



MY NBC STORY Cont…
The club is putting on a dinner for your all-time favourite 9 Rams (living or dead, players or volunteers). Who
are the other 8 people you’d invite?

1. Reg Simpson. I always enjoyed his company. Someone I learned a lot from, and just a really good human
2. Jack Bunting. He was my mentor and my sports dad. My father didn’t understand Australian culture or sport, so

Jack picked up those pieces and really looked after me
3. John Armstrong. A very knowledgeable and loyal friend. We won a premiership together in 1977
4. Dick Murdoch. He was my first senior coach when I graduated from juniors. He was the 3rds coach, and his

priority was to push kids up through 3rds to the 1’s & 2’s. He always looked out for us
5. Beryl Bunting. Beryl was my 2nd mum. She looked after me when mum couldn’t
6. Billy Thom. An amazing man. We were playing a game at Myers Flats (Essendon) one stinking hot day. Billy

was coaching 3rd base (despite the fact he was in the final stages of a bowel cancer fight he would sadly,
ultimately lose). As I slid into 3rd I got kneed in stomach and was in a fair bit of pain. I don’t know what
happened next, but all I heard was the word “Wog!” and a fight broke out. Despite the fact he was wearing a
colostomy bag, Billy jumped in boots and all in and threw punches to defend his mate. He didn’t care about his
own welfare; he was sticking up for his mate. I’d love to be able to repay him and say thanks

7. John Merriman. Another great friend, and coach of the 3rds Premiership team I was part of. When I was a kid,
we never had much money. My most prized possession, my bat, was broken and we didn’t have the money to
replace it. John found out and he gave me one. I still don’t know to this day whether he made it himself or
whether it was courtesy of the famous (infamous) Willy Dockyards.

8. Shane Comben. Combo. One of the most loyal, passionate people you’d ever meet. I’ve known him since he
was 13 and he’s always been great company. Plus, I’d never hear the end of it if he wasn’t invited!😊

I’d also find a way to sneak my two great mates Sid Bunting and Ian Middlemass into the dinner. Both lifelong friends.
I love them dearly.

What has been the achievement you’re most proud of?

Receiving a Currie and a Life Membership for doing something I love, and then seeing you also be awarded a Life
Membership and then taking on the role of Club President. Gave me immense pride.

Ben Snr.
1990/91 U18s Premiers– Flag held between Father & Son



MY NBC STORY Cont…
What’s your favourite Rams story? Why?

Most of them are unprintable – we are a family club after all!! The ones that come to mind are the fundraisers of the
past that just wouldn’t be acceptable today. That’s all I’ll say…

Another is the celebrations for our B Grade Premiership, under Ron McIvor in 1974 (made even sweeter because we
beat Willy). Looking back, whoever won that game was set for sustained success. We went on from strength to
strength after that and won our first A grade premiership 2 years later.

Who is the biggest character you ever met at club?

Alf Herring – just a funny, kind, jovial, man. Used to score for the 3rds. Always had a smile on his face. He was a
legend. The story goes that he was at Dodger Stadium one sunny afternoon in the mid-1970’s. As he often did, he got
chatting to the bloke next to him, a local fella from LA. His new mate was surprised that an Aussie would know so
much about America’s pastime and asked him how he knew so much. Alf proudly told him of his involvement with the
Newport Rams. “Where’s that?” asked Alf’s new mate. Without missing a beat, Alf replied “Behind Willy Cemetery…”

You’ve done it all – player, coach, committee member, handyman. What’s given you the most joy or
satisfaction over the journey?

Playing in my younger years. Definitely. I wish I could play one more game.

Now, it’s seeing the club grow and succeed. I get great joy out of seeing the young kids I coached turn into fine men
and leaders of the club – you, Trent, Landy, Aspy, Chad, Dean Marnell and many others. We’re in good hands.

Also, and most importantly, working/arguing with Combo brings me great joy.

And lastly, what’s your #Why?

From day one, what the club gave me as a kid, and the enjoyment, to be accepted as a new Australian gave me a lot
of things in my youth that I hope I have paid back. I’ll be a Ram until the day I die. Watching my sons play and now
watching my Grandsons play is my ultimate #why.

Thanks for your time dad. I’ve loved hearing this. Thanks for sharing.

Thanks for letting me share mate. It’s been fun reminiscing and it’s made me a bit emotional, I got goosebumps for a
bit there.



SENIOR TEAMS
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SENIOR BASEBALL TEAMS / COACHES
Senior Club Coach Sean Arnott

Men’s 1sts
“SEMI FINALIST”

Coach
Assistant Coach
Assistant Coach
Scorer

Sean Arnott
Craig Malthouse
Dean Marnell
Kaylene Pengelly 

Women’s 1sts
“RUNNERS UP”

Coach
Assistant Coach
Scorer

Dean Anglin
James Early
Kaylene Pengelly

Men’s 2nds 
“SEMI FINALISTS”

Coach
Assistant Coach
Scorer

David Land
Craig Malthouse
Kaylene Pengelly 

Women’s 2nds Coach
Assistant Coach
Scorer

Graham Norman
James Early
Mary Bergman

Men’s 3rds
“PREMIERS”

Coach
Scorer

Ayden Ham
Wayne Poole

Men’s 4ths Coach Roland Stott

Masters
“PREMIERS”

Manager
Scorer

Davis Long
Kaylene Pengelly



BASEBALL MANAGER
(Men’s Program)

After a very disrupted 2020/21 Season I think we were all looking for some normality returning to the Victoria
Summer Baseball League, and after a shortened pre-season, I think we all but got our wish

The 2021/2022 season saw a change in coaching staff with Sean Arnott taking on the Club Coach role, Craig
Malthouse as pitching coach and Dean Marnell as hitting coach. David Land remained on as 2nds coach and
Ayden Ham and Roland Stott likewise for the 3rds and 4ths. Dean Anglin and James Early, with the help of
Graham Norton managed to build on the foundation laid with the women's program last year, again fielding two
competitive teams.

On the field, overall, we had a very successful season, with nearly all teams either making the finals or just
missing out. The 3rds, under the leadership of Adyen Ham, went back-to-back, winning their second premiership
in a row. The 1sts and 2nds both made finals but faltered in the Semi Finals. The Women’s 1st lost in the Grand
Final. While the 4ths just missed out partly due to a fixturing imbalance.

This year saw the emergence of a younger crop of Rams filling gaps left by those who went to the USA for
College. We saw Andy Land, Will Hardy and Lachie Schumann make their senior debut this year, while Mace
Poole and Zac Gorman make their 1st debut. And other juniors, such as Benny Howard continue to shine. The
future looks bright indeed for the Rams.

The coaching staff will remain intact for next Season, providing some much needed stability going forward, and 
with the edition of some big names, developing juniors, and a potential import, we should be a real force to deal 
with next season, as we strive for a Division 1 spot and more importantly build a team that will keep us there long 
term.

David Asp
Baseball Manager (Mens)
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BASEBALL MANAGER
(Women’s Program)

Already the second season of the Women’s program done and dusted! What a season it was, too

Talent, fun, agility, wins, challenges, injuries, wiffleball chaos…we had it all! I think one of the best things about
watching a women’s game (and make sure you do!) is that the outcome is never certain, but the chances that
you’ll witness something excellent, is. That could be anything from a belter by Kira or Ruby, to a gloveless catch
at third base by Prue!

On field, we had some Baseball Victoria accolades for our 1s superstars: Lel Anglin came 4th for the Women’s Div
1 MVP and was a Div 2 MVP National finalist. Erin Collis came 4th for the Div 2 MVP, some incredible
performances throughout the season. The 1s are to be thoroughly congratulated for their season and making it
through to the playoffs, yet again. A win was out of reach this year but with the incredible form they showed
throughout the season, it won’t be for long. The 2s showed flexibility, spirit and probably a large Dencorub bill, but
only got better, developing skills and a love for the game with support from coaches and seasoned club veterans
alike. Not one game was forfeited for numbers and those that couldn’t always play, often attended games and
helped out, a testament to the spirit of this great club.

Big thanks to veteran state coach Dean Anglin for his work as Women’s Program head coach ably assisted by
Graham Norman and James Early. “Agility” was probably the number one requirement this season and you three
came through with the goods! Adaptable training, strategic planning, and a real passion for and knowledge of this
awesome game helps ensure the immense talent we have in the women’s program, and at the club, can reach its
full potential.

Much thanks also to all those who dedicated their spare time, took flights, changed shifts, and drove long
distances to continue to build a solid program the whole club can be very proud of. It takes everyone from the
players to the supporters, volunteer coaches, volunteer umpires, coaching staff, scorers, and committee. Whether
you jumped behind a barbie to cook snags or organised, raised funds and sharked for new members at Bunnings,
your contribution was appreciated; you make this program what it is.

Not only are we creating an incredible program but a solid pathway for young female players. You can’t be what
you can’t see, and when you see things like former NBC T-Baller: Mackenzie Prentice-Evans pitching in senior
men’s games, the pathway we are creating for young girls in baseball, becomes pretty clear. In a year that saw
the first woman pitch in an ABL game and the first woman coach on the field in an MLB game, the game is only
getting better and what a club to be a part of as that happens.

Nicola Hogan
Baseball Manager (Womens)
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WOMEN’S SNAPSHOT



CLUB COACH
Men’s 1s
As I submit my first end of season report for the Newport Rams Baseball Club, it is certainly not lost on me how
privileged I am to be given the opportunity to lead a club with such a proud and long history, a club that promotes a
family first environment, and a club that has definite plans and aspirations to continue to improve in all facets.

Unfortunately, our season was once again impacted by Covid, pre-season was cut to 4 weeks and the season finally
got underway in Mid-November. Pre-Christmas I can certainly say that I found it very hard to get to know all the
players and selection was extremely difficult at times due to this, a big thank you must go to Aspy, Landy, and Malty
for helping me through.

We entered the Christmas break in a very good position with a 5-win, 1-loss record. When we resumed in the new
year things were quite hectic with 15 games being crammed in to the last 8 weeks of the season. We worked our
way in to a very strong position only to drop a few games in the last month, eventually finishing 2nd on the ladder.
We would unfortunately be knocked out in the Semi-Final series to a very strong Moorabbin team. An extremely
disappointing end to a season that at times looked very promising.

Standout performers for the year were Tyler Comben (Mackrell Trophy), Jared Berman (Bunting Award), and Dean
Malthouse (Hitting Award). The emergence of Ben Howard into our firsts line-up was also fantastic to see.

A big thank you must go to Kaylene Pengelly for again taking the role of scorer of not only the firsts, but several
other teams throughout the club.

I’d like to thank the coaches for all the help they have given me through the year, David Land, Ayden Ham, Roland
Stott, Craig Malthouse, and Dean Marnell. Also, thanks to David Asp who was there whenever I needed help with
any issues.

To Paul and your committee, again thank you for endorsing me as head coach of this wonderful club. I promise you
our work is not done yet.

Lastly, to the players. Thanks for your efforts, although the season did not turn out the way we had all hoped, I
believe we are in a great position to take the next step. It’s time to challenge yourself, and each other to work hard
and chase the ultimate success!!!

Sean Arnott
Club Coach

NEWPORT BASEBALL CLUB INC.

ANNUAL REPORT 2021/22 30



SENIOR COACHES
Women’s 1s – Dean Anglin
The Rams women’s program had some things to consider for the 21/22 season after there were some changes to
the previous years playing group, this resulted in the difficult decision to remove our Division 1 team and
concentrate on developing players in Division 2 & 3. Due to team numbers Baseball Victoria then combined
Division 1 & 2 for the first few rounds of games.

Our Ones team started the year playing the three teams Division 1 teams with results of 17-0, 18-0 and 19-3,
indicating we would have been in for a very tough year if we stayed in Division 1. The next 5 games produced a
4-1 win-loss record and gave our girls a chance to compete and develop against an opposition more suited to the
current playing group. We have a young group of players, all with many years of baseball ahead of them and our
program needed time to develop, and the players needed the chance to be competitive in games for longer each
week.

Our 4-1 result in the combined Division 1&2 was followed by a 3-1 record after the split of the divisions, resulting
in a season record of 7-5 and first place on the ladder heading into the finals. A comprehensive 12-2 win over
Doncaster in the Semi Final kept us on track for the ultimate result, but alas that was not the case. A tenacious
Footscray team got the jump on us early and held us at bay for the rest of the game to claim the Division 2
Premiership 9-4.

A learning curve in the development of our playing group as we were supremely confident going into the game
that we had what it takes to win the game, but if you don’t execute on the day, a better team wins. We will live and
learn, the sun came up the next day and as previously noted, there is plenty more baseball in these players and
they will only get better from here. A great season of development was had by all as our women’s program
continues to evolve with enthusiasm that is well supported.

A shout out to James Early and Graham Norman for their tireless help running the entire women’s program this
season. Due to increased work commitments my availability for training this summer was limited and these two
shouldered the load. Additionally, to the Committee, thank you for all you do to make our club great, a special
mention to Nikki Hogan, thrust into a committee role she probably didn’t have time for, Nikki has been a relentless
worker for our women’s program over the last 12 months and an outstanding ambassador for our program. Thank
you.

It is exciting to have our women’s program heading into its third year. The numbers are strong, but they can
always be stronger. So please encourage the females in your life to give baseball a go and do it at the Rams.

Men’s 2s Coach – David Land
The 2s this past season was made up of a real mix of veterans and youth. Our youngest players being 14 and our
eldest being 46. With such a blend, consistency was probably our biggest challenge. But with leaders like
Pengelly, Gregurke, Ninnis and Seipolt, our youth had experience to look to for guidance on the field.

During the course of the season the 2s saw 14 players aged 20 or less take the field, this included 3 players
playing senior baseball for the 1st time. Players like Hardy, Land and Schumann came into the 2s and not only
held their own, but saw some action in the firsts and all look to have bright futures.

The previous season saw Howard, Gorman, and Robson as mainstays in the 2s. With those players now regulars
in the 1s, it further proves the club provides opportunities for those willing to push and work for their goals, as our
youth continues to be front of mind looking forward.

Two younger guys really did quite well on the mound this season. Mason Condie shouldered a lot of the workload
and improved on his previous season. He picked up his 2nd MVP award for his efforts. Mace Poole stepped into
the side and took great strides forward. Mace showed the value of throwing a high percentage of strikes and
challenging hitters as he enjoyed some success and confidence building. I look forward to seeing further
improvement in these two guy’s next season. Continued…
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SENIOR COACHES
Men’s 2s Continued…..
Our Veterans. Gregurke and Ninnis proved that 40 could be the new 30. Both guys hitting at a high clip and
swinging with authority. Ninnis winning his second straight Hitting Award. Seipolt would start the year off slow but
turned it on in the second half to prove to himself that he can still be a force.

We had 2 guys step up from the 3s to be incredibly important. Brent Tullio steadied the side when he came in. His
work rate and hustle whilst catching set the tone for the rest of the side to follow. Sean Pengelly did what we knew
he could. Probably our most consistent Hitter and a constant threat on the bases. Hitting lead off and setting the
offence up all season that saw him being awarded co-MVP for his work.

Looking ahead I can see a bright for all our players, if they continue to put the work in. There are several young 3s
guys pushing hard and like the 2s, those who want to progress will need to do more than just the minimum.
Competition for spots will be high, but so will opportunities. I look forward to seeing who puts their hands up.

A massive thank you to Kaylene for scoring, Sean Arnott for your guidance and of course Craig Malthouse for all
his work helping to shape the players.

Women’s 2’s Coach – Graham Norman
The 2021/22 summer was the second season of Women’s Baseball at Newport and saw some “old” and new
players suit up for the season including some younger girls just coming up from junior teams.

Our Season didn’t start well with a 3-22 loss to Sunshine, who would go on to be minor premiers and be the
benchmark for the Division. Game 2 was closer with a 13-18 loss to Essendon.

We had to wait until Game 5 for our 1st win in a strong 21-3 performance over Werribee. This was a very well
anticipated win and was soaked up with much glee. The win showed the resilience of the women with strong
pitching and purpose filled fielding and batting, a great display of our potential.

The next 4 games saw 3 losses and a draw, 9-9 against Essendon which showed a level of improvement from
our first encounter with them, again showing the development of our players as the season progressed.

Our 2nd win for the Season come in Game 11 against Port Melbourne 9-3. It was a huge effort by all to make this
one, one to remember.

Our final results for the season: 12 games, 2 Wins, 6 Losses, 1 Draw and 3 forfeits

Congratulations to our Individual award winners: Amanda Mentiplay (Most Valuable Player), Nikki Hogan (Batting
Award), Eleanor Davies (Coaches Award)

Thank you to all the players who suited up for us this season. Special thanks to Kaylene and Mary for scoring and
to Dean and James for their support and guidance this Season.

Look forward to seeing you all next season

Men’s 3’s Coach – Ayden Ham
This year the Rams 3s defended their 2021 title, and boy was it a thriller! With a strong playing group mixed with
capable experienced players along with a great bunch of up-and-coming juniors, we started the season in a grand
final rematch from the previous season. When the game ended in a draw, we knew we had to put the work in to
make it a successful season on the field.

Our guys worked really hard through the season to play consistent baseball and many of the young guys pushed
for spots in the 2s.

Overall, we had another great season taking out another championship with a strong 11-0 victory against a very
strong Moorabbin team who we battled with all season until the game that mattered the most.

Thank you to thank Wayne Poole for scoring and to our Team Manager: Kev Hemmerijckx. Thank you both for
your support all season. Also, thank you to everyone at NBC for making it the club it is today

Bring on the Threepeat next Summer



SENIOR COACHES
Men’s 4’s Coach – Roland Stott
It was good to see strong player numbers throughout the season. The 4ths had 9 players play at least 10 of the
14 games and another 3 who played 6 games which gave us 12 core players for the season.

The 4ths had a good season and tied with Port Melbourne for 4th with 8 wins, 5 losses and 1 draw. The first tie
breaker is the head-to-head, in our only game with Port we had a 6-6 draw, the next tie breaker is runs allowed to
the top team. We missed the 4 because we let the top team score a couple more runs than Port, so narrowly
missed finals by a couple runs.

This year the 4ths did not have a scorer, so thank you to the opposition scorers who let me take a photo of their
scorebook, which I copied into ours, so I could produce the seasons stats.

One season highlight occurred in our last innings before Christmas against Werribee where we scored 20 runs.
Then in the first innings after Christmas against Preston we scored 19 runs. That’s 39 runs in 2 consecutive
innings. Over those 2 games Atticus Hurford went 6 from 8, 2 x BB, 9 runs and 5 RBIs.

I created a couple of special achievement awards, which do not come with a trophy just the Honour and Glory.

The first award is the Golden Arm Award, won by Peter Fraczek. I am sure Peter is well versed in the etiquette of
cricket, but not so much in baseball yet. While playing Centerfield at Werribee, Peter fielded a ball on the hop,
noticing the batter was lollygagging down the line, so Peter launched a throw to first which Sam Aldenhoven ably
scooped up on the half volley and the batter was out by a step, grounded out to centerfield.

The 2nd Award is the Nolan Ryan Award, (for those that do not know Ryan is the all-time MLB K leader with
5,714 strikeouts) this was won by Mackenzie Prentice-Evans. In her first game pitching in the seniors, Mackenzie
threw the first 2 innings, recording 6 strikeouts. Though not unlike a young Nolan Ryan, there were a couple of
hits, walks, errors and runs and one of the batters reached on a dropped 3rd strike. But she still got the strikeouts
when needed.

The Official Awards included: Best Team Player was won by Peter Fraczek: This was Peter’s first season of
baseball after playing way too many years of Cricket. Like most cricketers, he started out well, but then fell into
the trap of over thinking what he was doing. He improved when he just played his natural game. In the last half of
the season, he had 2 games with 5 runs batted in and one of those was against the top team. Peter ended up
leading the team in RBIs with 20. After moving to centerfield Peter excelled taking several diving catches and
showing of his strong arm. Peter was not afraid to take a walk or get hit, he led the team with 4 HPB and had an
OBP of .578.

Runner up MVP and Best Defensive Player was won by Atticus Hurford: Atticus was our best defensive player,
doing a fantastic job catching 12 of our 14 games. Including catching 3 base runners stealing which is a good
effort in the 4ths. Atticus got better with the bat as the season progressed and ended up 2nd in the batting
averages with 0.459 and he had the most runs scored (25) and most stolen bases (9). Atticus also doubled up
and played 5 games in the 3rds at the end of the season.

MVP and Best Batter was won by Matt Brick: Matt was our best hitter, batting 0.500, an OBP of 0.646 and a SLG
0.676 giving an OPS of 1.322. 2nd in RBI with 17, 2nd in runs with 22 and 1st in HR with 1. Matt was also our
best pitcher starting 2 and relieving in 8 games. When not pitching Matt ably played any position in the infield.
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After several years of improvement from the Masters team and coming off a top of the ladder finish in 2020/21, the
Masters were able to walk away with a pennant in 2021/22.

The team was once again assisted by some excellent pitching, which allowed us to get into winning positions in a lot
of games. Craig Gorman seems to be a like a fine wine getting better with age. He had a stellar year on the mound,
throwing a consistently high percentage of strikes and using his off-speed pitches to keep the opposition batters
guessing. He was backed up by John Kus on the mound who in similar fashion threw a high percentage of strikes
and showed that he is still able to locate his pitches effectively.

The team finished the season with a winning percentage of 75, which demonstrated the consistency of the team’s
performance. Again, the bats were able to put some big scores on the board and were more than capable against
the stronger pitching that was faced. Again, this season some crucial hits came from the entire batting line up which
is a credit to all of our hitters.

Once again, we came up against Sunshine in the first final, a team that had beaten us convincingly twice throughout
the season. The first few innings were low scoring, and you could feel the intensity lift straight away. Craig Gorman
and John Kus threw well and did a fantastic job keeping the Sunshine batting line up to only 3 runs. The low scoring
continued until later in the game when we broke the game up with a big innings, walking away with the win 8-3.

The Grand Final saw us come up against the Essendon Bombers who got away to an early 2-0 lead which was held
for most of the game. Craig Gorman and John Kus once again kept the opposition bats at bay only allowing 2 runs
for the whole game. Going into the last innings, and facing a pitching change the Rams Masters put together an
innings to remember. Some disciplined batting along with some crucial hits saw us score 6 and take the lead going
into the bottom of the innings. We were able to shut out Essendon and that was enough for us to secure the win. It
was visible on the faces of the players and by their reactions that this win really meant something to them and is a
pennant that will be proudly hung on the wall of the club.

This on field success was not possible without the off-field support of Kaylene Pengelly, Shane Comben and Ben
Portelli Snr. Kaylene once again scored for our team which is greatly appreciated, the job she does for the club is
nothing short of amazing.

Shane was always the first at the ground,
setting up and supplying the meals for the
night which was cooked for all by Ben. They
make a great team and help to build the
atmosphere around our Masters team.

This season’s Greg Griffiths, “Spirit of the
Masters” Award was presented to Davis
Long.

Davis Long
Masters Manager
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SENIOR AWARD WINNERS
Women’s 1s

Most Valuable Player – Leslie Anglin
Runner Up MVP – Claire Costa

Rookie of the Year – Mackenzie Prentice-Evans

Women’s 2s
Most Valuable Player – Amanda Mentiplay

Batting Award – Nikki Hogan 
Coaches Award – Eleanor Davies

Men’s 4s
Most Valuable Player –Matt Brick
Runner Up MVP – Atticus Hurford 
Best Team Player – Mark Fraczek

PERPETUAL

Most Improved Senior Player
Ben Howard

Rising Star Award
“Best 3s & 4s Player”

Nathan Blakemore

Reg Simpson Memorial Trophy 
“Best Junior Playing Seniors”

Ben Howard

Best Player / Club Person
Women’s Program

Leslie Anglin

Currie Memorial Trophy
”Best Club Person” 

David Gregurke

Men’s 1s
Batting Award – Alan Ortiz

Best Defensive Player – Dean Malthouse

Men’s 2s
Most Valuable Player – Mason Condie
Most Valuable Player – Sean Pengelly
Best Offensive Player – David Ninnis 

Best Defensive Player – Mason Condie

Men’s 3s
Most Valuable Player – James Early

Batting Award – Joel Ricketts
Most Improved Player – Tony Hemmerijckx

AWARDS

Greg Griffith Award 
“Spirit of The Masters” 

David long

Jack & Beryl Bunting Award 
“Men’s 1s MVP”

Jared Berman

Best Club Person
Women’s Program

Claire Costa

Mackrell Trophy 
“Best Player Clubman” 

Tyler Comben
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Features Include:
Instant messages, club events, photos, ladders, sponsors, 

fixtures and more.
Install the Newport Baseball Club App on your smartphone 

now!

Follow these steps:
1.  Download Team App from the Apple or 
Google Play app store.
2.   Sign up to Team App. You will be sent an
email to confirm your registration.
3.   Log into the App and search for Newport 
Baseball Club

Phone App.

NBC Website
www.newportrams.com

NBC Facebook Page
Newport RAMS Baseball Club

NBC SOCIAL MEDIA
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Rams Instagram
@newportramsbaseall






